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My Story
Primary teacher for 25 years 

Advanced skills teacher of ICT 

Gave up my job to teach computing science 
before it was a national curriculum subject 

Involved in drafting the national curriculum 

Now teach primary pupils and teachers   

Publish resources on code-it.co.uk

http://code-it.co.uk


Access to coding  
in school

Without exposure to computing science 
opportunities in school most people just 
won't see creative coding as a possibility 

Access to computing science that out 
works into building exciting projects at 
school 

Access whilst brains are in a more flexible 
state 



Great Learning

ExplorationInstruction

Balance



Exploration

Instruction

Balance

Too much 
Instruction 

Shallow learning 
concepts grasped 

at but not 
internalised



Exploration

Instruction

Balance

Too much 
exploration not 
enough tools or 
ideas to achieve 

anything 
substantial 



A wide variety of 
Genre 

Maths programming 

Literacy  

Gaming 

Music 

Control technology 

Etc

Attracts 
wide 

variety of 
people



Computational Thinking 
that ends up making 

something

Algorithmic thinking 

Decomposition 

Generalisation 

Abstraction

Making 
something



 Debugging
Combatting learnt helplessness 

Develop resilience 

Problem solving 

Teachers that won't solve coding puzzles for 
them 

Struggle that makes their brain hurt



Creativity in 
Programming

Balance of 
Instruction & 
Exploration

Resilience in 
Debugging

Wide variety 
of Genre

Computational 
thinking that out 
works into making

Access in 
school 
Basic 
Right


