
 

In this sequence of lessons children collect nutritional information on soft drinks,  they 

represent  the data in tables and graphs using spreadsheets. After this they collect infor-

mation from both sides of the ‘Sugar Tax’ argument, form their own opinions and share them in a presen-

tation. 

 

Curriculum Innovation Scheme of Work 
Data Handling Strand 

DH20 Identify and collect appropriate data to answer their questions.  

DH22 Refine, search, filter, sort and graph data for purpose in a database or spreadsheet.  

Media Strand 

M30 Independently combine various forms of media purposefully as part of a project.  

M33 Evaluate and adapt individual features to enhance the overall presentation.  

M32 Edit and manipulate multi-track music and sound and refine for a given audience or project.  

Information Literacy Strand 

IL18 Make informed judgments as to the validity of information on a website and be aware of bias.  

 

 

National Curriculum 
“select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to 

design and create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including col-

lecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information.” 



Children will need to have some knowledge of the use of spreadsheets, although the video 

tutorials mentioned will guide them through the process. It helps if they have used presentation 

software before (such as Google Slides or PowerPoint) but it isn’t vital. 

iPads, laptops or Chromebooks. Headphones. 

A selection of soft drinks bottles and cans. Scan them with the Food Scanner app first to make sure 

their information is on the database of drinks. 

Food scanner app for iPads 

Spreadsheet software such as Google Sheets or Excel. 

Presentation software such as Google Slides,  PowerPoint or Keynote. 

I taught this unit using Google Classroom to set tasks but this isn’t necessary. 

 

Activity 1: 
Scan a range of soft drinks to find sugar content and record the results, (One hour) 

 

Activity 2: 
Add the data from the scans to a spreadsheet, represent as tables and graphs, use formulae to find percentages. 

(Two hours) 

 

Activity 3: 
Gather information on the Sugar Tax debate, filter for fact and opinion. (One hour) 

 

Activity 4: 
Deconstruct a good and a bad presentation and decide on the criteria for a good one. (One hour) 

 

Activity 5: 
Plan an argument for or against the tax. Gather appropriate images. Create your presentation along with speaker 

notes. (One hour) 

 

Activity 6: 
Deliver the presentation to the rest of the class or in some cases to a smaller group. (One hour) 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/change4life-food-scanner/id1182946415?mt=8


A selection of soft drinks bottles and cans. Scan them with the Food Scanner app first  

to make sure their information is on the database of drinks. 

Food scanner app for iPads 

Tell the children that a ‘sugar tax’ on soft drinks has been introduced by the 

government. Ask them what they think a sugar tax is and what it will mean. 

Watch the following video on YouTube tinyurl.com/sugartax1 and discuss  some of the following 

issues. Why is the tax being introduced? How will the money raised be spent?  Can you think of other 

reasons to tax soft drinks?  

Now show the children how to scan your  selection of soft drinks using the Food Scanner app. 

When you scan each bar code you get three pages of information. See the pictures below to see the 

first and third  readings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/change4life-food-scanner/id1182946415?mt=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghkNaVzP1LM&index=3&list=PLB8Z0e-Zy2JeVdNwbXRwLotz7jEI2YtnP


 

 

Ask which will give us the most useful reading, sugar cubes or grams?  

 

Ask the children about the differences between the first and third reading. The first reading is the entire 

sugar content for the whole container regardless of size. The third reading  shows the  grams of sugar per 

100 grams. This essentially gives us a percentage of sugar which provides a fair comparison across the 

different sized bottles. Both readings are valid for different reasons. The second one records the grams of 

sugar per portion. It’s worth talking about how misleading this is as some manufacturers claim that their 

bottles provide two or more servings. 

 

Children scan each bottle and write down the readings.  

 

Inclusion. Some children may  need a simple, structured table for them to fill in. They may only scan 

and record a smaller selection of the bottles. This is still enough to do the next step. 

 

Ask the children to discuss their findings in pairs before talking this through as a class. Example questions 

could be: 

Which drink had the most sugar overall? 

Which drink had the most sugar as a percentage of the volume? 

Which drink had the least sugar overall? 

Which drink had the least sugar as a percentage of the volume? 

Did any of the results surprise you? 

 

According to this page from the NHS site people aged over eleven should not consume more than 30g of 

sugar a day. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/how-does-sugar-in-our-diet-affect-our-health/


Findings from your scans in activity one. 

Laptops of Chromebooks. 

Spreadsheet software such as Google Sheets or Excel. 

Headphones. 

Recap the findings from the last activity. 

In this activity children will use a sequence of video tutorials to represent their data using 

Spreadsheet software.  They move back and forth from the video to the software to complete the tasks. 

Some children may only complete the first video, the majority should do all three. 

It may be an idea to play part of the first video to the class and model pausing it and going to the 

spreadsheet software to carry out a task.  

There are two versions of the videos. One for Google Sheets and the other for Microsoft Excel. 

Microsoft Excel Videos 

The first video can be found here or by typing in tinyurl.com/sugartaxexcel1 

The second video can be found here or by typing in tinyurl.com/sugartaxexcel2 

The first video can be found here or by typing in tinyurl.com/sugartaxexcel3 

 

Google Sheets Videos. 

The first video can be found here or by typing in tinyurl.com/sugartaxdata1 

This video shows how to set up the table with the data and how to represent the data in graphical form. 

The second video can be found here or by typing in tinyurl.com/sugartaxdata2 

 

The third video can be found here or by typing in tinyurl.com/sugartaxdata3 

https://tinyurl.com/sugrataxexcel1
https://vimeo.com/290504946
https://vimeo.com/292293191
https://www.useloom.com/share/645d378d05e64d02bae0fed53bcc5e1a
https://www.useloom.com/share/effbf3cd3f3546cf884500d87422ff0a
https://www.useloom.com/share/25287aa6ffaf4f5db417edefefd548b3


iPads with a QR code scanner on.  If your iPads can be updated to iOS 11 the camera can recognise QR 

codes and open links. If you have older iPads and need a QR code app we recommend iNIgma. 

 

Copies of this document printed out for children.  

Ask the children for their views on the sugar tax. Should we be charging people more to 

drink sugary drinks? 

Explain that we will now find some different views from three different sources. We need to decide if 

each views are for or against the sugar tax. They will also need to decide if each point is a fact or opinion 

so it’s a good time to recap this with the class.  They scan each QR code with an iPad and look at the web 

site linked to the code. Using this information they decide if it’s a fact or opinion, for or against the tax 

and quote the information in the correct section. 

Children can complete this task in pairs. Some children may need more support and may only look at one 

source. As you may expect the easiest site collect views from is Newsround. 

At the end of the lesson ask the pairs to swap with another pair to check the information they’ve found. 

You can bring the class back together to go through the findings. This should give children a much more 

informed view of the pros and cons of the tax which is important for a future lesson. 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/i-nigma-4-qr-datamatrix-barcode/id388923203?platform=ipad&preserveScrollPosition=true#platform/ipad
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XEXaRN-LahdMjD6v7r8RXriX4MnC35xQPlzxt5lVi9I/edit


Jotters and pens.  

Teacher laptop with whiteboard and speakers 

Please note that the next sequence on presenting a point of view is also available 

separately in the scheme of work.  

Explain to the children that they are going to create a presentation in which they deliver their own views 

on the sugar tax. In order to do this they need to plan a presentation and deliver it to the rest of the class. 

In order to see what a good presentation looks like we are going to start by looking at a bad presentation.   

Play the children this film of a poor presentation (scroll down to the video called Worst Presentation). You 

will need to go to ticbradford.com first and log in before you click the link. It might ask you to log in again 

in which case please log in again and click on the link again!  

Ask the children to discuss with a partner all the things that were wrong in the presentation.  Ask the 

children to see if they can put these mistakes into groups. These could be as following: 

 Problems with body language. 

 Problems with tone of voice. 

 Problems with the presentation on the screen.  

Ask each pair to come up with a list of dos and don’ts for delivering a presentation.  Talk through this as a 

class. 

Now it’s time to watch an example of a  better presentation. This can be seen here.  See the notes above 

about logging in to ticbradford.com Ask the children to contrast this with the first presentation.  Here are 

some points worth picking up. 

The voice should be clear. The speaker stands still.   

A slide is used for each point in the presentation. There is also a slide at the start for an introduction and 

one at the end for a conclusion. Slides are used like paragraphs in a piece of writing.  Colours and fonts 

are consistent In this presentation animations are used to stress each item in a list in a sentence. We also 

used speaker notes for the presentation  which you can see on the laptop but aren’t displayed on the 

whiteboard.  This is how to use them in PowerPoint This is how to use them in Google Slides.  

http://www.ticbradford.com/computing-curriculum/resources/video-gallery/presentation-tools
http://ticbradford.com/
http://www.ticbradford.com/computing-curriculum/resources/video-gallery/presentation-tools
http://ticbradford.com/
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/add-speaker-notes-to-your-slides-26985155-35f5-45ba-812b-e1bd3c48928e
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/1696787?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en


Laptops or Chromebooks or iPads. 

Presentation software. Google Slides, PowerPoint or Keynote on iPads. 

 

Children should now start to plan out their argument  for or against the sugar tax.  

The children can create slides with basic text and speaker notes. They need to source images 

for each slide.  The children need to be made aware that we must only use images that we have 

permission to use. Digital content that the owner allows others to share is often referred to as Creative 

Commons. A great site to find high quality creative commons images in Pixabay.com This can be used to 

find the images they need. Their presentation should credit Pixabay as the source of their images.  

It’s a good idea to try searching for words likely to be used to check you don’t find any inappropriate 

images. You may display a list of words you’ve checked and children could ask you to check any other 

words on a device the children can’t see.  

 

CC images from pixabay.com 

 

Children will need time to create their slides using consistent colours and fonts. They will need to add any 

transitions making sure they are there for a reason. In design, less is often more. They will also need to 

add speaker notes. These may be notes rather than a full blown script as the children shouldn’t spend all 

the time looking at the laptop.   

https://pixabay.com/


Laptops or Chromebooks or iPads. 

Presentation software. Google Slides, PowerPoint or Keynote on iPads. 

You may want to film the children giving their presentations using an iPad/video camera with a tripod. 

Optional extras include a presentation remote and a lapel microphone.  

Children now have the chance to deliver their presentation to the rest of the class.  

For some  this may be a daunting prospect and you could offer the alternative of presenting 

to a smaller group or even one person.  

Children will need time to rehearse, reading through speaker notes and practicing when to  move to the 

next slide. You can but presentation remotes online from as little as £6. These are great as the person 

presenting can decide when to move on to the next slide/animation without clicking a button or calling 

our “Next slide!” If you are recording the presentations you can do this on an iPad with a tripod and a 

lapel microphone. We are happy to lend a tripod mount, lapel mic and iPad tripod attachment to local 

subscribing schools.  

You can see an example of a presentation here.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LFR7XdLWr8&t=4s

